

    



Board Special Meeting
Forrest M. Bird Charter High School
615 S. Madison, 
Sandpoint, ID 83864
          Date: Aug 17, 2021
	
	Board Meeting Minutes 

	Minutes taken by 
	Jennifer Greve

	Board members Present 
	Stacey Mueller, Kate McAlister, Jacob Iverson

	Absent Board Memembers
	Jim Zuberbuhler

	Staff present
	Jennifer Greve, Mary Jensen, Greta Warren

	Guests
	

	Call to Order
	Meeting called to order at 4:06 pm                                                                                 Kate McAlister
Pledge of Allegiance



	Minutes
	Meeting Minutes                                                                                                              Kate McAlister
Action Item: Approval of Meeting Minutes for June 22, 2021 
· Motioned –  Jacob
· 2nd – Stacey
Approved Unanimously

 


	Public Comment
	NA

	Financials
	Action item: Approval Financial Reports                                                  Greta Warren
Greta Warren stated these financials were only for July since we are at the start of the fiscal year.  Audit results will be discussed next meeting.

Approval of Financials
· Motioned – Jacob
· 2nd - Stacey
Unanimously Approved

Action item: CARES Funding                                               Mary Jensen/Greta Warren
Mary reviewed the use of CARES (ESSR I and II).  Funding for a counselor to help staff once a month for staff mental health.  Kim Mlinarik will host these sessions.  The math department also sent testing curriculum for review to help determine student progress due to COVID.
Approval of the math curriculum testing materials and counselor
· Motioned – Jacob

· 2nd - Stacey

Unanimously Approved




	Open Business
	Action item: School Psychologist Contract                                           Mary Jensen
This psychologist comes from an online service program.  Mary Jensen reviewed reasons behind the move to online services versus in house.  Specifically, the difficulty in finding a school psychologist.  The person found through this online program is up to date on all current SPED laws, has ID certification, and has methods for providing services via the online method. Board member Stacey Mueller asked if there were any concerns regarding this service coming to us in the online method.  Mary Jensen reviewed the information received from the company for this method and the responses from the school psychologist which alleviated these concerns.  Jacob Iverson noted his appreciation that it is a one year contract which allows FBCS to try this option, stay legal, and then determine if it will work or not.  Mary Jensen then shared all the other avenues looked into for bringing someone in house without success.
Approval of School Psychologist for 2021-22 school year
· Motioned – Stacey
· 2nd - Jacob
Unanimously Approved

Information: SPED Significant Disproportionality        Kenda Russell/Jennifer Greve                                                        

	Policy
	Information: 2021 Spring Standardized Test Scores                              Mary Jensen
Mary Jensen reviewed the test scores in relation to the state and nation: most schools took a downturn due to COVID.  Mary Jensen then reviewed FBCS math scores specifically, addressing how there were no scores for anyone from last year.  She reminded board members that 6th grade students were new to FBCS and were, like all students, were behind due to COVID.  She pointed out that as students move along in grades we see gaps closing and that students who stay with FBCS are retaining the information.  Mary shared that the math and English departments will be working on, upon return, specific department goals to help with ISAT scores.  FBCS will attempt to hire two para pro to help with middle school math and language arts.  Moved to reviewing the ELA scores.  FBCS tends to perform well in the ELA tests.  Mary walked through the grade by grade growth of students.  There is a stagnation at 8th and then a strong jump in 10th grade.  
These scores and information will go in the FBCS Continuous Plan of Improvement.

Action Item: Science Club                                                                          Mary Jensen
FBCS received a donation of a very nice donation of a large, high end telescope as well as a smaller version.  Teachers Becky Campbell and Michael Bigley have been taking courses over the summer regarding telescope.  Becky Campbell would like to have a science club where students would work with the telescopes and possibly to receive HS elective credit.  Becky is also creating fundraising activities which involve the telescopes and the Science Club.  The family who donated the first two telescopes are donating a second large telescope.

Approval of Science Club 
· Motioned – Stacey
· 2nd - Jacob
Unanimously Approved

Action Item: Continuous Plan of Improvement                                      Mary Jensen
This item was tabled because FBCS is waiting on appropriate data for plan creation.

Action Item: 2021-22 COVID Plan                                                             Mary Jensen
Mary Jensen walked through the COVID plan for the 2021-22 school year noting that currently not much is different from the plan status last spring.  While masks are at this point optional, with the county is in yellow the board must decide to keep it as optional.  Mary shared LPOSD’s plan as well as NIC: they will be keeping masks optional.  Four-year universities will have mandatory masks unless the Idaho SBE votes otherwise.  

Kate McAlister noted she is ok with highly recommended optional since that is the trend in the area.  Jacob Iverson discussed changes in decisions through the last school year due to changes in the science.  He feels that how FBCS ended last year was on a very positive note.  He did note that we will learn much between opening and October which may change FBCS’ and the county’s direction.  Stacey Mueller shared her recollection of the change in student/teacher mental health when masks became option.  She prefers this for the overall school community.
Approval of COVID plan with highly recommended but optional mask wearing
· Motioned – Jacob
· 2nd - Stacey
Unanimously Approved

Information: Board member emails on the school website          Mary Jensen
Mary shared that board member emails are now on the school website for communication, community relations and information.  


	Adjournment
	Meeting adjourned at  4:44 pm                                                               Kate McAlister
· Motion to adjourn – Stacey
· 2nd – Jacob
Unanimously Approved


	Next Board Meeting
	Sept 21, 2021 4:00 pm


Respectfully Submitted: Jennifer Greve
